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Alliance, and the Mediterranean was left to France, with
whom agreement had been reached.
For some years after the War the distribution of the
British Fleet remained undecided. England seemed unable
to make up her mind whether to concentrate her naval
forces in Home waters or to station them as requisite for the
protection of her trade routes.
In general, the best way to protect sea-borne trade is
to destroy the enemy's main fleet, but the experience of the
German submarine campaign has shown it to be unreliable.
That was why England, after careful consideration, even-
tually decided to station her fleets with a view to the protec-
tion of trade, rather than to concentrate them in Home waters.
The strengthening of the Mediterranean Fleet was a natural
result of this decision. The above table shows that the prin-
cipal British Fleets are in Home waters and in the Mediter-
ranean, the next in importance being in the Far East.
When peace was declared the Mediterranean Fleet con-
sisted of six battleships, six cruisers and sixteen destroyers.
But in 1922, just when the Admiralty was considering the
desirability of strengthening it to afford more protection
to the trade route to the East, there was a change in the
political situation in the Near East and British relations
with Turkey became somewhat strained. The Mediter-
ranean Fleet was strengthened at once. This meant that the
strategical centre had moved farther east.
There was, however, another important factor in this
question which must not be overlooked. America had taken
the place of Germany as the strongest potential enemy.
So long as she was, in any sense, to be regarded as a rival,
England could not afford to neglect the Atlantic. For-
tunately, the Washington Conference put an end to the
rivalry for the time being and England was able to transfer
her principal Fleet from Home waters to the Mediterranean.
(2) The Mediterranean and the British Empire
England and the route to the East.
Why was the principal British Fleet stationed in the
Mediterranean and the strategical centre moved to the
eastward ? This question has been answered in part in the

